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Hovse or RerresenTATIVES, 
ComMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, 
Washington, D. C., Tuesday, March 26, 1957 

The committee met at 10 a. m., Hon. Carl Vinson, chairman of the 
committee, presiding. 

The Cuarrman. Let the committee come to order, a quorum is 
present. 

Members of the committee, sometime last September my colleague 
from Georgia, Mr. Landrum, made a request of the Navy Department 
that some obsolete or surplus boats be transferred to the Gainesville 
Fire Department. He addressed a communication to me on Septem- 
ber 20, 1956, and he said in part: 

You are familiar with the construction of Beaufort Dam on the Chattahoochee 
River, which is creating a lake in and around Gainesville, Ga., with an area of 
a shoreline of 500 miles. The Gainesville Fire Department is caled upon already 
to do a considerable amount of rescue work and as the Inke fills we can foresee 
the necessity of the city fire department of Gainesville having to be equipped with 
adequate rescue equipment, including a boat large enough for this purpose. I 
have been in communication with several of the Government agencies in regard 
to any surplus they may have available. 

So the matter was taken up by Mr. Smart to see if we could find for 
the fire department of Gainesville a boat that the Navy no longer had 
any need for. After some research, a boat was found and on January 
23, 1957, the Secretary of the Navy addressed a communication to the 
Speaker, in the following language : 

Under authority of section 1 of the act of August 7, 1946, the Department of 
the Navy proposes to transfer to the city of Gainesville, Ga., a 36 aircraft rescue 
boat, hull No. C-7627, with engines, to be used for the purpose of fire fiighting on 
Lake Lenner and on the property adjacent thereto nét easily accessible from the 
shore, and for rescue purposes 

The craft and engine was located at United States Naval Academy, Annapolis, 
under disposal as surplus property under direction of the Department of Defense 
approved by the General Services Administration. 

This report of the proposed transfer is submitted to the Congress in compliance 
with section 6 of the act of August 7, 1946. 

CHARLES 8. THOMAS, Secretary. 
Under that law, these matters must lay on the table for a period of 60 
days, during which any Member may introduce a concurrent resolu- 
tion of disapproval. No such resolution has been introduced. 

So I am bringing it to your attention this morning, to see if there 
is any objection, notwithstanding the fact that it is not required. 

If there is any objection, then I will request that it lie in the com- 
mittee until the end of 60 days from now. 

Mr. Brooks. You want a motion on that, Mr. Chairman ? 
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The Cuatrman. Mr. Landrum, the representative of that district is 
here. You want to make a statement, Mr. Landrum? 

Mr. Lanprum. Mr. Chairman, you have stated the situation as it 
exists very clearly. The facts relating to your need for it, and request 
for it are simply these. We have a lake cr eated there in the mountains 
by the building of this dam by the Corps of Engineers, with more 
than 580 miles of shoreline, ranging in depth from more than 100 feet 
to several feet. 

We have already had about half a dozen drownings there and 
instances of rescue work required for people now boating on the lake. 

So under this law we made an application for a surplus boat. A 
boat was found after several months. The provisions under which 
the Gainesville Fire Department take the boat, if they do take it, are 
these, in brief : 

The Navy sets up the standards under which the boat must be main- 
tained, and the city guarantees that the boat will be maintained ac- 
cor ding to those. 

The Navy also sets out the uses to which the boat may be put, and 
the city of Gainesville has agreed to use the boat under those terms. 

Moreover, the Navy requires that the city of Gainesville take the 
boat at its ber thing, at no expense to the Government, and transport 
it at the expense of the city to the lake where it is to be used. 

The city of Gainesville has agreed to do this, and has made arrange- 
ments to effect transportation “according to the requirements of the 
Navy 

Furthermore, the Navy requires also that in case the future demands 
of the Navy indicate it necessary that the city of Gainesville will 
return the boat to the Navy Department, normal wear and tear ac- 
cepted in the same condition as it found it. 

To all of these conditions, the city of Gainesville has agreed. It 
has in its employ in the fire department, two very excellently trained 
men who are to be put in charge of the boat, and maintain it on the 
lake. 

You understand, of course, that this lake is a multipurpose under- 
taking for flood, navigation, and recreational purposes, on the so- 
called three rivers system, the Chattahoochee, Flint, and Apalachicola. 

Just this last week, the Jim Woodruff Dam, which is at the mouth 
of the river or the confluence of the Flint and the Chattahoochee, was 
dedicated. We believe we will dedicate the Beaufort Dam next year. 
It is complete now, except for the installation of the generators. 

When those generators are completely installed it will generate a 
total of 86,000 kilowatts. 

The Cuatrman. The title of the boat still remains in the Navy? 

Mr. Lanprum. Yes, sir. 

The Cuarrman. And it is merely being loaned to them for such 
specific purposes. 

Mr. Lanproum. And the city has agreed to all of these terms. 

The CratrmMan. And the city has to maintain it at their own 
expense ¢ 

Mr. Lanprum. It does, sir. 

The Cratrman. Now, members of the committee, what is the dis- 
position of the committee ? 
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Mr. Brooks. I move, Mr. Chairman, that the report be accepted and 
approved and the boat be given to the city of Gainesville. 

Mr. Rivers. That the committee interpose no objection. 

The CHatrman. Without objection, then the Chair will advise the 
Navy Department that the Armed Services Committee interposes no 
objection to the transfer to the city of Gainesville of this boat. 

Mr. Lanprum. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and members of the com- 
mittee. 

The Cuamman. Now, any report from Subcommittee No. 1, Mr. 
Brooks? 

Mr. Brooks. No report. 

The Carman. Any report from Subcommittee No, 2? 

Mr. Kitpay. No report. 

The Cuarrman. Any report from Subcommittee No. 3 

Mr. Pricer. Mr. Chairman, I have one report to make, for Mr. Dur- 
ham, who is unavoidably absent as he is presiding over another 
meeting. 

The CuairMan. Go ahead, Mr. Price. 

Mr. Price. Mr. Chairman, I want to make a report of Subcommittee 
No. 3 on H. R. 896. 

The purpose of this bill is to require the Quartermaster General of 
the Army to design and procure all flags, insignia, badges, medals, dec- 
orations, and so forth, and similar items used or required by any 
department, agency, or office of the United States. 

At the present time, the Quartermaster General furnishes without 
specific statutory authority, heraldic services and technical informa- 
tion to agencies and departments both within and outside the Depart- 
ment of Defense. 

The Department of the Army opposed the bill in its original form 
but offered an amendment which made the bill desirable to the Depart- 
of Defense. The amendment changes the language so as to place the 
statutory authority in the Sec retary of the Army, rather than in a 
particular subordinate officer such as the Quartermaster General. 

The amendment would authorize the Department of the Army to 
design all devices upon the request of the Secretary of another milit: ry 
department, but would not allow the procurement of such devices. It 
was the belief of the Department that the procurement responsibility 
should not be placed exclusively in the hands of the Army and also 
that the designing of devices for another governmental agency should 
be limited to an advi sory function. 

The Army has had an office of heraldry for many years and has fur- 
nished services and technical information to other agencies and depart- 
ments upon request, even though there was no specific statutory author- 
ity todo so. This bill would, in effect, merely give the Department the 
legal authority to do that which is already being done. 

The subcommittee approved the Department amendment, and, as 
amended, recommends approval of H. R. 896. 

The enactment of the legislation will result in no increased cost to 
the Government. 

Mr. Chairman, I move favorable approval of H. R. 896, as amended. 

The CHarrman. What is the amendment? 

Read the amendment. 
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Mr. Ducanper (reading) : 


Strike all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 
“That chapter 437 of title 10 is amended— 
“(1) by adding the following new section at the end thereof: 


“*§ 4594. Furnishing of heraldic services. 

““(a) Under regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Army, an 
authority designated by him may upon the request of, and subject to approval 
by, the Secretary of any other military department, design flags, insignia, badges, 
medals, seals, decorations, guidons, streamers, finial pieces for flagstaffs, buttons, 
buckles, awards, trophies, marks, emblems rosettes, scrolls, braids, ribbons, knots, 
tabs, cords, and similar items for the requesting department. 

“*(b) Upon request the Secretary of the Army may advise other departments 
and agencies of the United States on matters of heraldry. 

“*(c) The Secretary of the Army may prescribe regulations providing for 
reimbursement for services furnished under this section.’ ; and 

“(2) by adding the following new item at the end of the analysis: 
“4594. Furnishing of heraldic services.’ 
“Src. 2. This Act takes effect on the first day of the first month after the 


month in which it is enacted.” 


The Cuatrman. Why did not the subcommittee have the amend- 
ment printed in connection with the bill? After it struck out all after 
the enabling clause why have we now H. R. 896 as originally 
introduced ? 

Why wasn’t it all stricken out and the amendment written out? 

Mr. Smarr. That would require the introduction of a clean bill, 
Mr. Chairman. 

The Cuairman, I will offer the suggestion that when you do have 
amendments of this character, it would be better to have the amend- 
ment written out for the members. 

Mr. Ducanver. Right, sir. 

The Cuatrman. Any questions on the amendment? 

(No response. ) 

The Cuairman. If not, why all the amendment is agreed to. With- 
out objection, the bill will be favorably reported as amended. Mr. 
Price, on behalf of the committee, will present the bill on the Consent 
Calendar and take such steps necessary to pass it. 

(Whereupon, the committee proceeded to further business.) 





